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It is with pleasure that I present the tenth Annual Report of ForCHILDREN (Australia) Inc. for the year 2008-2009.

The past year has been one of consolidation and contemplation resulting in significant changes in the life of ForCHILDREN (Australia) Inc. and a road map for the way forward.

During the first half of the year we consolidated the fund raising efforts of 2007- 2008 and refined our future.  During that time we employed Meg Bartel as a part-time Administrator to implement the day-to-day business of the organisation.  She has lightened the work load hitherto managed by our Secretary, Denis Oakley since the establishment of ForCHILDREN Australia eleven years ago. Our thanks to Denis for his dedication, commitment and hard work. We were delighted to have Meg join us.  She is doing a great job.

In February 2009, we held a Think Tank, professionally facilitated by our Board member Graham Hoult. We thank him for this and we also thank all those who contributed to a very successful day. Out of it emerged a plan for the life of ForCHILDREN during the next ten years.

One of the most significant outcomes is a strategic alliance with OzChild Australia enabling us to consider much larger projects than we can manage on our own. Working with OzChild allows us to think outside the square.

The irony of this is that because ForCHILDREN has always been an organisation of dedicated volunteers with no infrastructure, real estate or administrative costs, this structure has limited the size of the projects we could contemplate. We are committed to transparency, so that donors are confident of the efficient use and effectiveness of their contributions.

Future plans are in place together with OzChild to:

.
 assist in the establishment of a Chances to Shine Program; 

. 
 host a Disability Conference in 2010 with seeding funding from our  
  
 Szwarc Trust;
.  
 host an International Forum for Child Welfare Conference in 
 
 
 Melbourne in 2011;
. 
 establish a Children’s Hour program – a project with proven  potential 
  
 for increased fund raising;
.  
we will also continue to support the Yiyili Aboriginal School in Halls 
 
Creek, W.A.  Our relationship with the school was established when the 
O to
B (Café Osso, Hawthorn to Broome) NHArchitecture's team of 
bike 
riders visited the school during their marathon journey in 2007. 
Since then we have donated to the school and will continue to assist 
them;
.  
continue to assist the Madurai Goodwill Social Work Centre in India. A 
group of young couples in the southern suburbs raise funds  and  collect 
books and toys from local primary schools for the Childrens Book and 
Library at the Centre as well as helping to build a school.
Our most recent fund raising function was held at the West Brighton Club in August. Board member Dr George Tippett AM entertained a gathering with stories of his recent visit to an Ashram in Ganesh Puri, India and his journey in search of spiritual enlightenment. We thank him for this. It was a very thoughtful and enjoyable presentation and helped to augment our funds. 

During the past year there have been three changes to our Board.  Regrettably the Reverend John Smith and Judith and Frank Fielding have left us and  located away from Melbourne. They have been dedicated members for many years and we thank them all for their commitment, hard work and wise counsel. They have been an enduring asset in growing the organization.
In their place we welcome Rosemary Fisher as our new Treasurer. She comes with a very admirable CV and a wealth of experience. We also welcome Helen Hayward who is an Occupational Therapist and also represents the O to B (Café Osso, Melbourne to Broome) bike ride by the NHArchitecture team on the South Eastern Chances Selection Committee.  Welcome also to  Franciscus Henri who brings to the Committee the experience of working over three decades with and for children in the areas of education, theatre, recording, radio and television.  
Once again ForCHILDREN  thanks Denis Oakley for his dedication, unrelenting commitment and energy as Organizing Secretary; to Meg Bartel for her on-going networking and management of the ForCHILDREN  and her expertise in managing our website. We also thank all the other committee members who have devoted their time, thought and energy to the progress of ForCHILDREN. 
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