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It is with pleasure that I present the tenth Annual Report of ForCHILDREN (Australia) for the year 2007-2008.

  Much has been achieved with the help of so many people – The “O to B” bike ride from Osso Café in Hawthorn to Broom, a Banquet Auction, the Martha Cove Golf Day and the on going work of the Madurai group -   resulting in raising  $200,000. This money has been donated towards the care and support of children. 

The ‘O to B’ bike ride was a massive achievement. Six brave, hardy, dedicated members of NHArchitects planned a motor bike ride of more than 3000 kms from the Osso Café in Hawthorn across Australia to Broom on the west coast.  Five  completed this remarkable journey. They  raised $71, 967.50 for the three “Chances for Children”  programs operating in Victoria – in the Mallee,  Western Chances  and  the South Eastern program that was  originally established by  ForCHILDREN.  $20,000 was donated to each program. An additional $2000 was  donated to the Yilli Aboriginal Community School 170kms south east of Fitzroy Crossing.  

On going assistance to  the Yilli Community School has now become part of ForCHILDREN’s fund raising program.

We want to thank Lyndon Hayward, Peter Dredge,  Evan Vertue, Ray Pobjoy, Richard Collins and  crew Glen Fleisher and Chris Arms. for their support and fortitude. I am sure they had a wonderful time but the lasting value of their hard work and the generous donations of their sixty seven sponsors will make a substantial    difference to the lives of many children.

Thank you also to Helen Hayward for all her support, for joining the South Eastern Chances committee and for encouraging Scotch College students

to support the Chances program. 

Our second great achievement was due to the initiative of Linda and Mark Edwards and their friends, Ellie Brooks, Bella Hiler.  A very active Charity Auction Committeee headed by Geoff Fuller enthusiastically and tirelessly for about three months to organize an excellent ‘Signs of Spring’ Banquet Auction. It was held on October 16th at The International Brighton.
We thank Geoff Fuller very much indeed for chairing the many committee meetings required to arrange the event, Brian Hawdon for joining the committee, Ken and Ingrid Austen for arranging musical entertainment, Kirsten Oakley. Moya Inglis, Liz Vaughan, ticket secretary  Robyn Smith and Janet Conway Clarke of Connections. Janet arranged the very effective  audio visual presentations.

Hayden Brown and Jessie Bingham played and sang for us.  Hayden is a very talented pianist and Jessie sings beautifully. They are two young people who show us all what can be achieved when they are able to follow their dreams.

Lastly and most importantly we thank all our generous friends for the auction items they donated, the sale of which yielded about $60,000, Monash University who honored us with $5000 in sponsorship and a very generous Bursary of $13,000,00 that will be awarded to a student in the Southern Chances program.
ForCHILDREN members have had a long association with Dr Christopher Daniels who runs the Goodwill Social Work Centre in Madurai in South India. He has recently been in contact with us regarding to the support of an Educational Sponsorship Program, a Home Placement Program and an English language and Toy Library being conducted by the Centre. 

A small group of young mothers in the southern suburbs have been very active in the fundraising and in collecting books and toys from local primary schools for the Childrens' Book and Library at the Centre.

A second Golf Day was held in March at the Rosebud Country Club.  Around 70 golfers participated and it was a successful event .  Brian Hawdon. John Smith with the assistance of Peter Nardella, the golf professional  are thanked for their work in conducting this event.  The funds raised, in the main, went directly to Connections for the Chances program.
Once again ForCHILDREN  our thanks to Denis Oakley for his dedication unrelenting commitment and energy as organizing secretary; to John Smith for chairing the Southern Chances Committee; to Meg Bartel for her association with NH Architects, her networking and the substantial financial assistance that has flowed from that and her expertise in managing our website and to  all the other committee members who have devoted  their time thought and energy to the welfare and progress of ForCHILDREN 

In the coming year we will maintain the programs we are already supporting such as the Yillii Aboriginal community school, Dr Christopher Daniel’s Good Will Social Work Center in Madurai  and  we will be working with Oz Child to hold The Joshua and Daniel Trust Memorial lecture to be given by Professor Loretta  Giorcelli. Professor Giorcelli  works with students with disabilities. We also propose to set up another Chances program that will be managed by ForCHILDREN, Australia.

Finally  we hope a ‘Think Tank’ to be held in early 2009 will yield some new members to our committee and inject  fresh energy and new ideas into our organization.
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